PARISH COUNCIL OF PLUCKLEY
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish held on Tuesday 13th December 2016, Pluckley Village Hall, 7:30pm
	Present
	Cllrs Housman (Chair), Beattie, Newman, O’Connor, Whatman

	In Attendance
	Cllr Bell; Caroline Levett – Clerk;  3  parishioners

	Item
	
	Action

Responsibility

	1. APOLOGIES
	Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Smith.
	

	2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS & ALTERATIONS TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS
	Cllr Beattie declared an interest in Item 5, Resident of the Year.
	

	3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
	The Parish Council minutes from the meetings held on 8th November 2016 were unanimously approved as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	4. PARISHIONERS’ QUESTIONS

	Broadband Stanford Bridge

Emails from Gavin Russell had been circulated to the Parish Council regarding his discussion with BT Openreach attempting to improve broadband speeds in the Stanford Bridge area which will cost £10-£15,000. Mr Russell has been seeking the support of those residents affected and had requested support from the Parish Council.     Mr Russell updated the Parish Council on progress.
	


	5. CHAIRMAN’S 

REPORT
CLLR HOUSMAN
	i. War Memorial
Cllr Housman advised that the names of Olive Haffenden and Marc Taylor were read at the Remembrance Day service, which was attended by family members.

Cllr Beattie had previously produced a report regarding the addition of names to the Memorial and further information had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Beattie advised that grants are available from the War Memorial Trust and also raised the issue of insuring the Memorial.
It was agreed that the names of Olive Haffenden and Marc Taylor should be added. Cllr Housman to seek expert advice regarding the feasibility and cost of adding additional names.
ii. Hills and Other Unknown Donors
The Charity Commission website has been updated with the names of the Trustees and the accounts for 2015-16.  Cllr Beattie advised that the distribution of funds for this year had been agreed.
iii. Carols Around The Tree
This community event was very well attended.
iv. KALC Area Committee Meeting
The notes of the meeting had been circulated and Cllr Housman advised that the role of a Village Caretaker is still unclear. Cllr Whatman advised that information had previously been submitted to ABC but no feedback had been received. Cllr Bell advised that ABC’s system has changed and she will enquire further and obtain a report from ABC.

v. Parish Councillor Vacancies
There had been four applications to fill the three vacant positions by co-option. The applicants had provided detailed information to the Parish Council and it was agreeD to co-opt Debbie Breach, Gavin Russell and Mark Taylor. The Clerk to action these appointments.
vi. Parish Councillor Resignation
Cllr Housman advised that Cllr Smith had resigned as a Parish Councillor. The Clerk to action the formal notices to replace him.

Cllr Beattie proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Smith for all his work and dedication as a Parish Councillor. This was seconded by Cllr O’Connor and supported by the Parish Council.
	CH
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	6. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
	Cllr Housman advised that he would be standing down as Chairman of the Parish Council and read his letter of resignation to the meeting.
Cllr O’Connor proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Housman, particularly noting the difficulties in undertaking the role of Chairman. This was supported by the Parish Council.
Cllr O’Connor proposed Cllr Newman as Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Whatman and unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.

An election of a new Vice Chairman was therefore required.
Cllr Housman proposed Cllr Beattie and this was seconded by Cllr O’Connor.

Cllr Whatman proposed Cllr O’Connor and this was seconded by Cllr Newman.

Cllr Beattie advised that she would not stand as Vice Chairman and the appointment of Cllr O’Connor to this role was agreed.
	

	7. PLANNING


	Cllr Smith had provided the following report prior to the meeting.

Decided Applications

16/01382/AS The Pond House, Station Road, Pluckley, TN27 0QX  Demolition of existing Colt House. Proposed replacement dwelling, including a proposed garage block and garden room. Members supported this by a majority decision.

16/01386/AS Ridge House, Egerton Road, Pluckley, TN27 0PD   Alterations and widening of existing driveway; proposed 3 bay garage. Members supported this application.

16/01360/AS Green Hedges, Chambers Green Road, TN27 0RH  Creation of new access (retrospective). Members supported this application.

16/01417/AS The Acorns, Smarden Road, Pluckley, TN27 0SN  Erection of two bay car port. Members supported this application.

16/01561/AS 3 Sunflowers, Egerton Road, Pluckley, Ashford, Kent, TN27 0PD 
Revision to planning approval 13/00675/AS (Loft conversion with new dormer windows to front and rear, plus rear single storey ground floor extension. Members did not comment on this.

16/01438/AS Sheerland Farm, Swan Lane, Pluckley, TN27 0PN  Installation of internal home lift and reduction of floor joists.  Members supported this application.

14/01116/AS Pluckey Brickworks and Station Garage, Station Road  Proposed development of 25 dwellings and new access. The outline planning permission had been given with Section 106 details to be agreed.  The Section 106 offers no protection of the field adjoining Chambers Green Road. This differs from what was previously agreed.  It was agreed by all that this needs to be taken up with the Planning Officers. Cllr Bell agreed to speak to the Officers in the first instance.
New Applications

No new applications received.

Lawful Development Certificates

There was some confusion regarding the agreed approach regarding LDCs. It was agreed that Cllr Bell would obtain the view of ABC regarding apparent planning loopholes that allow certain items without full planning permission and the legalities of this. 

16/00550/AS Thorne House

Cllr Newman advised that the enforcement order reported in the September Parish Council Minutes was not applied and it was agreed that the Minutes would be amended.

Cllr Housman agreed to look at Planning items for the next meeting.
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	8. ASHFORD BC REPORT
CLLR BELL
	i. UK Power Network Register
Cllr Bell advised of a new register for vulnerable people in the event of a power cut. The Parish Council has published details on its website.

ii. Flytipping
ABC is now able to issue fixed penalty notices with fines of £400 for flytipping.

Cllr Whatman asked if the dumping of garden waste is classed as flytipping.  Cllr Bell will find out and advise.

iii. Bus Shelter Grant
Cllr Bell advised that she is able to offer parishes funding for some parish projects of up to £500 if match funding is in place, and that she has offered funding towards the Egerton Road bus shelter work.  Cllr Bell has submitted the application within ABC and it is expected to be paid shortly. Cllr Beattie thanked Cllr Bell for her support.
iv. Budget
There will be a 2.67% (£4 on a band D property) increase. ABC’s Council Tax remains the lowest in Kent.
	CB

	9. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

CLLR NEWMAN
	The Examiner has started work on the Neighbourhood Plan and has asked a number of questions which have been responded to. It is possible that the Plan might be adopted in March or April.
It has been confirmed that the Black Horse and the Post Office have been made Assets of Community Value.
	

	10. TRAFFIC & HIGHWAYS

CLLR BEATTIE
	A report had been circulated from Cllr Beattie prior to the meeting and the following noted:

i. Bus Shelter Egerton Road  

The refurbishment work has now been completed by Keith Edwards. The Highways Steward had looked at the dip in the road directly in front of the bus shelter but will return to look at it on a wet day.
ii. Highways Steward Meeting

The meeting between Cllr Beattie and the Highways Steward was very useful and a number of issues covered and reported.  Cllr Beattie had contacted KCC Highways expressing thanks and commending the Highways Steward for his work and approach.

iii. Station Road parking in Chambers Green  

Recent roadworks exacerbated the usual parking problems, Parishioners have shown real concern over the long standing issues of the car parking which effectively blocks one side of the carriageway.   Cllr Newman advised that once the formal planning application for the Brickworks has been submitted there will be discussions with Highways and suggested this issue is addressed at the same time.  This was agreed.
	

	11. SPEED LIMIT REVIEW
CLLR O’CONNOR
	Emails between Cllr O’Connor and Highways had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The speed survey has been completed and a report circulated. Additional recommendations to those made by Watermans were made and noted by the Parish Council.
A safety audit will need to be actioned by Watermans regarding the alterations and once the design and safety audit are complete the Traffic Order can be progressed.

The Parish Council requested that the report is circulated before being submitted to Highways.  Cllr O’Connor felt this was unnecessary and would delay the process.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would receive copy of the report at the same time it is submitted to Highways.
 

At present it is not possible to cost the works. The issue of long term maintenance was also raised.
	TOC

	12. VILLAGE HALL
CLLR HOUSMAN
	A meeting between Parish Council representatives and Jenny Bradbury, Action with Communities in Rural Kent was held on 29th November and a note of the meeting had been circulated. 

Cllr Housman had also circulated a briefing note regarding a meeting of the VHMC which was attended by Jenny Bradbury, and the issues which need to be addressed by the VHMC are clear, and that it needs to take the lead on the planned extension project. There are a number of ways this can be run and financed but it is for the VHMC to decide.
Cllr Newman asked if the VHMC was advised that the Parish Council could act as sole trustee. Although this is not the recommended course, it is available should the VHMC cease, as it did in 2001.  Cllr Housman to explain the option clearly to the VHMC and advise it on the scale of additional costs it will incur.
	CH

	13. RECREATION GROUND, PAVILION, TENNIS COURTS
CLLR WHATMAN
	Nothing to report.
	

	14. SAFETY & SECURITY
	Cllr O’Connor reported that Martin Chambers continues to do a good job with Neighbourhood Watch and that NextDoor is working extremely well.
	

	15. ENVIRONMENT


	Cllr Housman advised that he will carry out treatment of the Bethersden marble outside the Black Horse and will cone off the area. 
	CH

	16. WEBSITE & COMMUNICATION

CLLR NEWMAN
	Cllr Newman felt a review of how and where information is circulated is required, and that he and the Clerk will formulate a policy.  Cllr Newman requested that he sees anything to be published on the website.
Broadband Stanford Bridge

Further to previous discussions on this matter it was agreed that Gavin Russell would try to obtain the number of homes affected, the costs and what other contributions might be made.  Cllr Beattie asked if a grant could be made from S137 monies. The Clerk to establish if this is possible.
	MN/CL
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	17. PLUCKLEY PRE-SCHOOL

CLLR NEWMAN
	A meeting will take place with the school’s headteacher in January to ascertain the school’s plans and discuss how to resolve the present lack of pre-schooling in Pluckley.
Cllr Beattie advised that she did not want to be included in this working group.
	MW

	18. CLERK’S REPORT
	i. Email Correspondence
The Clerk requested that the official Clerk’s email address is used rather than her personal email address.

ii. Meeting Dates 2017

The Clerk had requested that meeting days are changed to the first Monday in the month.  This was agreed by all. However it was noted that this would mean that the May meeting would have to be changed due to it being a Bank Holiday. The Parish Council therefore agreed that meetings would take place on the first Tuesday of the month.
	

	19. FINANCE


	The finance report had been circulated by the Clerk and expenditure for December agreed, with appropriate cheques being signed.
Cllr Housman advised that the Parish Council needs to set the 2017-18 precept at its January meeting and recommended no change. He suggested a small working group is set up to plan next year’s budget in detail, with this being agreed by the Parish Council at its February meeting.
	

	20. CORRESPONDENCE
	None to report.
	

	21. ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION
	i. Kent Minerals and Waste Sites Plans - Call for Sites
Cllr Newman asked Parish Councillors to look at the information circulated.
	ALL

	22. RESIDENT OF THE YEAR
	There had been four parishioners nominated by villages as Resident of the Year. It was unanimously agreed that this should be awarded to Martin Chambers.
	

	21. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday 3rd January 2017, 7:30pm, at Pluckley Village Hall. 
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.15pm
	


Caroline Levett, Clerk to Pluckley Parish Council

15th December 2016
Chairman…………………………………………………………………  Date……………………………………
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