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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Recent Parish Council meetings have been well attended, prompted by a flurry of contentious planning applications. It is good to see residents getting involved and expressing their views.
The Parish Council itself remains one member short so, if you would like to help, please contact me or the Clerk.

Martin Newman


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

It is the Parish Council’s duty to help ensure that the development supported in the Neighbourhood Plan takes place. The three supported sites are at varying stages.

The Lambden Oaks site is the furthest on, with the four homes for elderly downsizers at an advanced stage.

At the Brickworks site, the site clean-up has continued. We await an application from the owner for some additional housing, which he has told us he will be submitting. As soon as it is received, we shall call a residents’ meeting to discuss. 

The ownership of the Thorne Yard site has now transferred. 

A recent review of Ashford’s emerging Local Plan has determined that Ashford now has its required five-year target of new dwellings. This reduces the ability of developers to challenge successfully adverse decisions and a couple of major proposals locally have since been withdrawn. The Local Plan and our Neighbourhood Plan are thereby strengthened. Even so, we are considering whether the Neighbourhood Plan could be even more robust and may seek to tighten the definition of our Settlement Areas. 




We have informed Network South East, the owner of the coal yard at the station, that we would welcome some additional car parking provision on this site and that we expect to see the green space in this Conservation Area preserved.
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TRAFFIC AND ROADS

A number of residents have volunteered to join the Speedwatch, which monitors the speed of vehicles passing through the parish. Training takes only an hour, and a couple of watches have already been held. We are also acquiring our own equipment to give us more control over timing our watches. Kent Police advise that very few motorists re-offend once they have been caught, so this is a meaningful step towards controlling speeds through the parish. We could do with some more volunteers so, if you are interested in joining, please contact the organizer, Mary Taylor at cmarktaylor@hotmail.com

QEII RECREATION GROUND

The repairs to the septic tank of the sports pavilion have now been carried out. Further work is required to replace roof tiles and guttering, damaged by the kicking of footballs against the building. This has been a recurring problem. We are currently purchasing a set of goals to encourage this activity to relocate.

There are in addition some minor repairs to be carried out to fencing and gates and, following the annual survey by ROSPA, servicing of the play equipment.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Debbie Breach                                                                     01233 840765
Paul Dracott                                                                         07597 104088
Ben Fewsdale                                                                       07889 424601                                                          
Martin Newman(Chmn)                                                      01233 840231
Mark Taylor                                                                         01233 840447      
Mike Whatman                                                                    01233 840044
 Clerk: Geoff Eaton       pluckleyparishclerk@gmail.com     07547 194075

The Parish Council meets in Pluckley Village Hall at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday of each month, except August. All residents are welcome to attend.
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