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We introduced this report to residents some eight years ago. The aim, then as now, was to keep parishioners informed about what the Parish Council is doing on your behalf. It has also had the effect of encouraging your response so that we better know what is of concern to the village. More recently too, the app nextdoor is serving as a discussion forum in our parish and is now regularly used by many residents.

What we are now seeing is a better community spirit, with more inter-action between residents, which has been one of the main goals of the Parish Council. The Village Hall has more bookings and, apart from the regular clubs and societies, initiatives such as the Pluckley Womens’ Collective, the about-to-be-opened Heritage Centre, and the forthcoming Pluckley Bash are all in full swing. What is especially encouraging is that different people have come forward to get these things moving.  

This is not to suggest all is perfect: we still get the occasional rant; our cricket club – like so many others – is struggling to raise a team and needs more members; and we still see anti-social behavior in the form of speeding or planning infringements. But, overall, our community is in better shape – and so it should be given that we all share the good fortune of living in such a beautiful environment.

Your Parish Council will continue to strive to make Pluckley an even better place to live. (We are still one member short so, if you would like to help, please contact me.)

Martin Newman


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

It is the Parish Council’s duty to help ensure that the development supported in the Neighbourhood Plan takes place. The three supported sites are currently at varying stages.




The Lambden Oaks site is the furthest advanced. The site has been cleared, species relocated and construction of the four homes suitable for elderly downsizers is well under way.

At the Brickworks site, construction has been delayed because asbestos was found on the site. This was supposed to have been removed in a previous clean-up, but it wasn’t, at least not properly. A comprehensive clean-up is now happening and should be completed in August, with construction beginning in September. The developer has advised the Parish Council that the extra clean-up and the delays have involved considerable extra cost and, while he may be able to reclaim some of this, he believes it will need some additional housing to make the development viable. As yet, the Parish Council has not received any details. The promised release of the field on Chambers Green Road to the Parish Council, so that we can establish a nature reserve, remains on the table.

The owner of the Thorne Yard site is currently negotiating its sale, which he expects to have completed in August. The prospective new owner is aware of the scheme for four homes suitable for young people that has already received approval, together with the provision of allotments for the community.
  

TRAFFIC AND ROADS

As the recent trail of correspondence on nextdoor indicated, speeding is an issue that concerns many residents. This is one of the Parish Council’s main priorities, hence the five year campaign to get the 40mph limit down to 30mph. The reduction in the speed limit has had an impact: on Station Road, near Fir Toll, the average speed measured recently has reduced from 37.7mph before the limit change to 33.2mph now. Along Smarden Road, by the Thorne bus stop, the average speed has reduced from 37.8mph to 35.9mph.

Of course, the averages tell only part of the story. It looks as though speeds are a little higher in the morning ‘rush hour’ and at weekends when traffic is lighter. The ones we all notice of course are the ones going faster. And within the overall figures there are many motorists who are driving at unacceptable speeds: on Station Road, 29% are doing 36mph or more (8% are doing 40mph or more); while on Smarden Road, 27% are doing 36mph or more, (of which 7% are doing 40mph or more).
 
All of this suggests we need to do more to make the limits effective. The Parish Council is currently costing interactive signs and white gates at the approaches to the village, both of which residents have said they favour. 

And very shortly, we expect to receive the necessary equipment to be able to start our official Speedwatch. This will require volunteers. A number of you have already come forward and we shall be circulating details in the next few weeks. Full training will be provided. If you are interested in joining this initiative, please contact the organizer, Mary Taylor at cmarktaylor@hotmail.com



As previously posted, some of the pavements and pathways around the parish have become overgrown, making it difficult for pedestrians, particularly those with buggies or pushchairs, to pass. All residents are reminded that it is their responsibility to cut back any hedges or plants that are growing out onto roads or footpaths.
   

QEII RECREATION GROUND

The number of grass cuttings is being increased during the growing season, given the wet and sunny conditions experienced this year. 

A long-standing issue with the septic tank for the sports pavilion is to be dealt with to avoid the overly frequent emptying that has been necessary.

FINANCE

The main items of expenditure envisaged in the current year are the purchase of traffic calming measures to help enforce the speed limit throughout the Parish; and the establishment of the nature reserve that we hope to set up on Chambers Green Road.

A grant of £500 has been voted to support Wealden Wheels, who provide such a valuable transport service for our community.


COMMUNICATIONS

The improved broadband connection beyond the railway line has happened. Mobile phone  reception remains an issue throughout the parish and, while there are plans to upgrade the existing mast, the Parish Council has asked for a better sited mast and has offered sites.


VILLAGE HALL

The current phase of the Village Hall improvement programme, the addition of a new entrance foyer with toilets including a disabled facility, has taken longer than anticipated but is now almost complete. One remaining task is to install the ramp for disabled access, which has to follow specific guidelines. Happily, the Trustees have secured a grant for this work and the installation is now commissioned. 

The Village Hall Management Trustees have managed to keep the hall open throughout the work and report that the hall is already getting more use.





The third and final stage of the improvement plan will be to extend the hall forwards to create a new lounge/meeting room, a new roof line, and to timber clad the entire hall. The cladding will offer insulation both of warmth and sound, as well as improving the external appearance of the hall. Given the need to raise the significant sum, we expect this will be a couple of years hence.




YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Debbie Breach                                                                     01233 840765
Paul Dracott                                                                         07597 104088
Ben Fewsdale                                                                       07889 424601                                                          
Martin Newman(Chmn)                                                      01233 840231
Mark Taylor                                                                         01233 840447      
Mike Whatman                                                                    01233 840044
 
Clerk: Geoff Eaton       pluckleyparishclerk@gmail.com     07547 194075

The Parish Council meets in Pluckley Village Hall at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday of each month, except August. All residents are welcome to attend.
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