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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

It was good to see so many residents at the annual Carols around the Tree celebration. Thanks to the schoolchildren who sang and who decorated the tree, the bakers who provided the mince pies, Chris Housman for the music, and the Black Horse for providing the electricity for the tree lights throughout the Christmas period.

The Parish Council, already one member short, is losing Ben Fewsdale in the New Year due to work pressures. Ben has been of considerable help to the Trustees of the Village Hall in moving that project forward and he will be missed. So, if you would like to help, please contact me or the Clerk.

A very happy New Year to you all!

Martin Newman

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

At the Brickworks site, the anticipated application for some additional housing has come in. The Parish Council has objected. Discussions continue.

The Thorne Yard site has been cleared in readiness for building the approved four homes. 

The Parish Council approached Ashford BC with a view to tightening the definition of our Settlement Areas. As it happened, ABC were also minded to do this borough-wide. The Settlement Areas play an important role in considering future planning applications. We have now received maps, drawn up by Ashford Planning Department, and been asked to comment. The maps are viewable on the website www.pluckley.net and, to help us form our response, all residents are invited to submit any views to the Clerk by 20 January. 

The Parish Council has set up a Working Group to investigate the feasibility of acquiring the Old Coal Yard at the station and operating a car park itself.


PLANNING

Despite advice given here in Communicate, some residents have chosen to erect fencing along their frontages that is contrary to the Parish Design Statement and without the necessary planning permission from Ashford Borough Council. The risk is that our rural community will take on the appearance of suburbia. Attempts by the Parish Council to mitigate this with hedge planting have met with resistance and abuse. From now on, therefore, we shall simply report any offences to Ashford’s Enforcement Officer.
  
Residents are asked to minimize the amount of external lighting, and avoid uplighters, respecting the village’s adopted ‘dark skies’ policy.
  
TRAFFIC AND ROADS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Speedwatch has been operated a few times in recent weeks and several offending vehicle details have been passed to Kent Police who are maintaining records. We shall be mounting more exercises in the coming weeks and are looking into acquiring permanent calming signs. If you would like to help to reduce speeds through our parish, please contact the Speedwatch organizer, Mary Taylor at cmarktaylor@hotmail.com

QEII RECREATION GROUND

The set of football goals should, by the time you read this, have been installed at the top of the field to encourage shooting-in here rather than against the pavilion building.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

Debbie Breach                                                                        01233 840765
Paul Dracott                                                                           07597 104088                                                         
Martin Newman (Chmn)                                                        01233 840231
Mark Taylor                                                                            01233 840447      
Mike Whatman                                                                       01233 840044
Clerk: Geoff Eaton       pluckleyparishclerk@gmail.com       07547 194075

The Parish Council meets in Pluckley Village Hall at 7.30pm on the first Tuesday of each month, except August. All residents are welcome to attend.
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