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PLUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on                                                            8th January 2019 at 7.30 pm in Pluckley Village Hall
Present              :      Cllrs Newman (in the Chair), Dracott, Taylor, Whatman & Breach
In attendance  :      Mr. G Eaton, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public 
Cllr Newman welcomed Mr.John Mills to the meeting who had expressed an interest in serving on the Parish Council. Mr. Mills spoke about his family and work life and outlined his experiences which he could bring to the Parish Council. Cllr Newman thanked Mr. Mills for attending the meeting and undertook to contact him soon
Cllr Newman

Action by:

1 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from ABC Cllr Bell
2 Declarations of Interests in items on the Agenda
There were no declarations of Cllrs interests in items on the Agenda

3 Minutes of the last Meeting & Matters arising
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th December 2018 were agreed and signed
Cllr Newman on behalf of the Council thanked Ben Fewsdale for his hard work and efforts whilst serving on the Parish Council (resigned on 31st December 2018)
4 Public discussion and Parishioners Questions

The member of the public wished only to observe the meeting
5 Chairman’s Report
Cllr Newman noted that his report was covered elsewhere on the agenda
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Action by:

6 Planning & Enforcement
New planning application

18/01787 – erect additional garage
4 Stone Abbage Cottages, Dowle Street Road
There were no objections to this application – agreed to comment that one larger garage would have been preferable aesthetically
Cllr Taylor
Decided planning applications
18/01573 – extension of garage

Cherry Trees, Station Road

REFUSED
Other Planning Matters
Planning application at Caradon – the Parish Council had been invited to resubmit comments. It was unanimously agreed to object as before

7 Ashford BC Report
There was no report from ABC Cllr Bell
8 Finance 
The following accounts were approved for payment:                                          
                                                                                                                                       £
Cheque No 501498 J Johns, Recreation Ground tidying                                      45.00
Cheque No 501499 C Hoad, Bus Shelter sweeping                                               31.00

Cheque No 501500 D Heasman, street sweeping                                                 90.00

Cheque No 501501 G Eaton, Clerk’s salary & expenses                                     453.04
Cheque No 501502 Cllr M Newman, distribute Communicate                            50.00           
Cheque No 501503 Cllr D Breach, distribute Communicate                                50.00                                                  
Cheque No 501504 EDF Energy, electricity bill                                                      331.08
Cheque No 501505 Commercial Services, grounds maintenance                  1609.75   
Cheque No 501506 Cllr M Newman, recycle Christmas tree                                25.00 
Cheque No 501507 Water Choice, water bill                                                        107.74 

It was agreed to hold the cheque to Commercial Services until all outstanding contract issues had been resolved
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It was noted that two cheques had been authorised in-between meetings
Cheque No 501496 M Whatman, glow sticks                                                         42.70

Cheque No 501497 EJ Cough, Christmas tree                                                      276.00

To agree the Budget and Precept Requirement for 2019 – 2020
Cllr Newman presented the Parish Council’s draft budget for 2019 – 2020 and the figures discussed. The assumptions around anticipated income and expenditure were debated and agreed reasonable. The budget was approved

Based on the approved budget for 2019 – 2020 it was agreed that a Precept of £47124 (the same as the current year) was required and should be requested from ABC. Clerk to advise ABC
Clerk
To adopt the revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

After a full discussion and consideration of the revisions it was unanimously agreed to adopt the revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (based on model documents supplied by NALC) The Clerk was asked to upload these documents to the website                                                                                                                                Clerk
Annual Review of the Clerk’s salary

It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary would be reviewed at the end of the meeting (Clerk to leave a few minutes early) and that Cllr Newman would advise the Clerk by email 
Cllr Newman

9 Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr Newman noted that a number of responses had been received from Parishioners on the Settlement Areas consultation which continues until 20th January
There were no developments of note regarding the planning application at the eastern side of the Brickworks site although it was hoped that another meeting with the developer and ABC would be arranged soon
10 Traffic and Highways
Cllr Taylor reported that following the Christmas and New Year break the Speed Watch Group was keen to restart their activities
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11 Village Hall
Cllr Newman reported that the Village Hall Trustees had met yesterday and that their finances appeared in good order

There were still some ongoing snagging issues with the Village Hall and the ramp but it was hoped these would be resolved soon
12 Recreation Ground, Sports Pavilion & Tennis Courts
Cllr Whatman reported that the new goal post would be installed soon at the recreation ground and that some minor repairs were required in the children’s play area. Cllr Whatman also explained that he was still seeking quotes for the grounds maintenance contract for 2019 - 2020
13 Communications
Cllr Newman reported that Communicate had been delivered to all homes by Christmas
14 Clerk’s Report
There was nil of note to report

15 Correspondence
Letter from ABC re vacancy on the Parish Council caused by the resignation of Ben Fewsdale
Email from resident re dog fouling and quad biking on Thorne Estate Rec area. It was agreed the Clerk should contact ABC Cllr Bell regarding a new dog waste bin
Clerk

Emails from ABC re Nestfield and The Coppice (possible fencing breaches) – issues would be investigated
Email from ABC re TPOs at eastern side of Brickworks site
Email from Parishioner re land at Smarden Road regarding potential development. Clerk to advise that the Parish Council was considering the issues

Clerk
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16 Diary: Meetings and Events

There was nil of note
17 AOB and items for future consideration
There was a general discussion about the Hills and Unknown Donors Charity and to regularise the appointment terms of the Parish Council nominated Trustees. Mark Taylor resigned as Trustee but was unanimously reappointed along with Jill Hocking both for the period to May 2022. Janet Gwiillim and Penny Ellard would continue as Trustees until May 2020 when they could stand for re-election
There was a general discussion about the ongoing problem of fly tipping and it was agreed that Cllr Newman would put a message on ‘Nextdoor’
Cllr Newman
The need for new Christmas tree lights was discussed – agreed to be put on the agenda for the next meeting

Clerk
18 Date of next Meeting

It was agreed that the next Meeting would be held on Tuesday 5th February 2019 at 7.30 pm in Pluckley Village Hall
There being no other business the meeting closed at 
