Pluckley Parish Council
Report of two meeting regarding the Brickworks receptor site.
27th April. A fortuitous meeting between Cllrs Newman, Taylor and Whatman and the owner of the ransom strips of the receptor site, John Mackeldon.  JM was visiting the site to mark the boundaries of the ransom strips.  It was noted that in doing so he had cleared self- set sapling Turkey oak trees (an invasive species) and some scrub (bird nesting season).  JM indicated that he would now fence his boundaries and install two field gates, one on Chamber's Green road and the other on the boundary with the receptor site to permit access across his land as previously agreed.  He indicated that he would sell land to neighbours who wished to extend their gardens and resolve the incursion to the north of Dering St Mary, Station Rd. He would otherwise let out land for grazing.  Some of the ecological planting so far undertaken lies within the ransom strips. It appears that he has not understood the requirement to comply with the ecological conditions of the Brickworks development. His local agent is Geoffrey Crabtree of Newhouse Lane, Pluckley.
28th April.  A meeting between Cllrs Newman and Taylor with Developer Martin Woods and the ecologist Amy Wright of Native Ecology, Unit 93, Waterham Business Park, ME139EJ employed by the developer. The following were noted:
MW will recheck that the boundaries marked by JM are correct.
MW stated that the condition s over the receptor site applied to the whole field before JM retained the ransom strips.  He will provide PPC with the legal/planning details.
AW recalls that there is one more year to run of the Environment Agency license in regard to newts. (simply a record of their continued presence, not a populations study) and 4 more years for consideration of dormice.  She will send us details of the licenses.  She pointed out further planting of ribbons of scrub/hazel is planned to connect habitat around the site.  Dormice only travel in the canopy, not on the ground. There is a problem with rabbits that graze to a very short sward inhospitable for reptiles /amphibia.  Rabbit control may be achieved with scrub planting. The new ponds would be better with scalloped verges and planting with sp such as water mint.  The new shallow pond may need deepening.  The older ponds in the NE of the site had some remedial work done but more is required this year.  There is a concern about water quality in these, and MW offered to add water samples to other surveillance that is scheduled. 
MW suggested that PPC visits Hollingbourne Meadows Trust as an example of a village initiative to enhance biodiversity and limiting housing development, http://hollingbournemeadowstrust.co.uk/
CMT/MN


