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PLUCKLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 

on 7th December 2021 at 7.30 pm in Pluckley Village Hall                                                                                                                  
Present              :      Cllrs Taylor (in the Chair), Whatman, Breach & Marchbank
In attendance  :      Mr. G Eaton, Clerk to the Council, and 8 members of the public
Action by:
1 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Dracott & Mills 
2 Declarations of Cllrs Interests in items on the Agenda
There were no declarations of Cllrs interests in items on the Agenda
3 Minutes of the last Meeting & Matters arising
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd November 2021 were approved and signed 
4 Public discussion and Parishioners questions
There was a full discussion regarding the Smarden Road roadworks and the suitability of the diversions being proposed by Highways was questioned. Cllr Marchbank reported that she was liaising with Highways regarding these concerns
There was a discussion regarding the poor state of the road and various other problems associated with the building works at the Brickworks site in Station Road. Cllr Marchbank reported that she had contacted the developer and site manager asking for the issues to be addressed
It was also noted that there was a missing sign on the footpath off Lambden Road – Cllrs Breach/ Whatman offered to investigate this and to ensure a request was made to PROW officers to replace it
Leigh Philpott and colleague spoke about their desire to get a youth football team up and running in the Parish and the possibility of using the Recreation Ground discussed. It was agreed that this would be progressed in a separate Meeting with Cllr Whatman
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5 Planning & Enforcement 
New Planning applications 
21/0197 – prior notification for the erection of a general-purpose agricultural building
Land northeast of Eggscentricity Ranch, Smarden Road

Pluckley Parish Council strongly objects to this proposal, which is retrospective in that the access, a gate that does not accord with Parish design, and the groundwork has already been installed. We are concerned that there is no evidence that this parcel of land is being used for agriculture or is ecologically managed. If agriculture, it is strange because the larger parent site (K818371) which formed the agri-business Eggcentricity, failed. This occurred after a dwelling had been approved for an agricultural worker. More recently part of the chicken barn of the parent site has had a change of use away from agriculture. It seems unreasonable therefore that a subsection of the original plot will now be viable for agriculture in the current

climate. The Parish Council also questions the statement that the reduced plot is 6.2Ha and would like to see confirmation of the plot size. There are outstanding concerns about the access onto a 60mph road in the vicinity of a bend with reduced sight lines to the south.

If for any reason the development goes ahead the Council requires the comfort that a condition is imposed that the building will not be awarded change of use in the future.

If the proposal is rejected the access, gate and groundwork should be removed under an enforcement order and the field restored
20/00304 – discharge of condition 5 (landscaping)
Eastern part of Pluckley Brickworks, Station Road

Pluckley Parish Council objects to the proposed variation, and the fact that the work has already taken place, making this a retrospective application. There is no justification to the external lighting which now causes reflected light to illuminate the adjacent oak trees, an adverse effect on ecosystems, and has nuisance value to residents opposite who uphold and

enjoy the benefits of the Ashford Dark Sky initiative. The additional hard standing for parking is also unwelcome. It reduces the softer grassed landscape of the entrance. Once the development is complete it encourages inappropriate parking at the front of the development. It is the view of the Council that these regressive variations subtend a more major design flaw which is the prospect of a gated development. Is it that lighting and hard standing are linked to the mechanical automated gate? The Council has previously objected to the imposition of a gated development in the village. There is no such development in this or neighbouring Wealden villages. The reason for an automated gate entrance is unjustified, is visually incongruous, and belongs to a different culture. We take this opportunity to reiterate our objection to the gate for which the retrospective variation appears to be a component
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21/02034 – erection of detached dwelling with garage within existing amenity garden
Land rear of Grove House, The Grove

Pluckley Parish Council recognises the modest scale, thoughtful design and complementary external palette of the proposed dwelling. In the recent call for sites within the Parish this one was scored using an established matrix and came second, below the cut off for the number of new dwellings acceptable to the Parish in the recent poll that was conducted as part of the ongoing revision of the existing Neighbourhood Plan. The proposal in our view would have to satisfy either or both HOU3a and HOU5 as the footprint straddles the settlement boundary line for the Station (Chambers Green) Area. Therefore, Pluckley Parish Council is unable to support this development
21/02030 – internal alterations including replacement windows and doors
Elvey Farm, Elvey Lane, TN27 0SU
The Parish Council supports this application

6 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Taylor reported that a Meeting with ABC was scheduled for later in the week so matters continued to be progressed
7 Traffic and Highways
This item has been covered in item 4 – Public discussion
8 Broadband Project
Cllr Dracott had provided a briefing note which confirmed that the full fibre project has now been approved by Openreach and installation will start in the next few months with completion expected by around September next year
9 ABC Cllr Bell report
There was no report from ABC Cllr Bell
10 Recreation Ground, Pavilion and Tennis Courts
Cllr Whatman reported that the anti-slip material had been installed at the Pavilion and provided a general update
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11 Finance Matters 
The following accounts were approved for payment:                                          
                                                                                                                                                     £
Cheque No 501745 J Johns, recreation ground tidying                                                     45.00

Cheque No 501744 D Heasman, street cleaning                                                                90.00

Cheque No 501743 EDF Energy, electricity at Pavilion                                                       35.92
Cheque No 501746 KALC, Subs owing                                                                                  54.00

Cheque No 501747 Wealden Wheels, donation                                                                500.00      

Cheque No 501748 E Clough, Christmas tree                                                                     240.00

Cheque No 501749 R Lilly, repairs to old pavilion                                                               585.00

Cheque No 501750 M Whatman, anti-slip materials for old pavilion                               382.67                                                                                                                                                                      
It was noted that the Clerk’s salary of £453.37 is paid by monthly Standing Order
Internal Audit Report 2020/2021
The previously circulated internal audit report for 202/2021 was discussed, especially

the three identified medium risks – DPIs, late publication of the Public Rights Notice, and website accessibility issues. The Clerk was asked to address these and to report back at the February Meeting                                                                                                                             Clerk
Precept requirement 2022/2023

The draft budget for 2022/2023 was discussed and as it was anticipated that significant expenditure would soon be incurred on the planned projects especially the Nature Reserve and traffic calming measures, it was agreed to request the same precept as the current year, £47595
Other Finance Matters

After a brief discussion it was agreed to purchase a speaker phone for absent Cllrs to participate in specific agenda items                                                                                       Cllr Mills 
12 Possible future projects 
This item was deferred to a future Meeting
13 Correspondence

Email from Wealden Wheels requesting financial support

Email from PCSO Bishop re Dering Woods carpark 
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Email from Natural England confirming receipt of FOI request (reply due by 17th Dec)

Email from Martin Newman re Village Sign repairs

Email from ‘Hedgehogs R Us’ requesting a donation 

14 AOB and items for future consideration
Cllr Taylor gave an update on the Nature Reserve and the Management Plan was unanimously approved
There is a stand of invasive Turkey Oaks that will need to be removed to form the pedestrian entrance/viewing area.  Tenders for the work of felling will be sought; budget max £1000 was agreed. A workshop of volunteers on the site on 24th November was very well attended and effective
15 Date of next Meeting

It was agreed that the next Meeting would be held on Tuesday 4th January 2022 at 7.30 pm at Pluckley Village Hall
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm

